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Background

o0 In 2018, the Oklahoma Water Resources Center facilitated a
statewide survey of Oklahomans perceptions and attitudes
on water issues. In addition to the publics’ perceptions,
student’s perspectives at Oklahoma State University (OSU)

were of Interest.



STATE

L= Methodology

O 56-item Survey

O The 2018 student survey for Water
Issues in Oklahoma was administered
out to two regularly scheduled classes
at OSU to 108 students, with 103
completed surveys, resulting in a 95.4%
response rate
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Demographics 2018 % (n)
fn=103)
Gender Male 30.1(31)
Female 54.4 (56)
No response 15.5(16)
Years lived in All my life 47.6 (49)
Oklahoma
More than 10 10.7(11)
years
5 to 9 years 1.9(2)
Less than 5 27.2 (28)
years
No response 12.7(13)
Size of residence = 100,000 9.7(10)
community
25,000 to 38.8 (40)
100,000
7,000 to 14.6 (15)
25,000
3,500 to 7,000 B.7(9)
< 3,500 26.2(27)
No response 1.9(2)

Education
High school 13.6(14)
graduate
Some college 478 (77)
College 24.0 (96)
graduate
Advanced 7.8 (8)
college degree
No response 3.9(4)
Age 18 to 20 49.6 (51)
21 to 23 33.9(35)
24 to 27 1.9(2)
28 years or 29(3)
older
No response 11.7(12)
Residence Inside city 52.4 (54)
Location limits
Outside city 15.5(16)
limuts, not
farming
Outside city 32.0(33)

limits,
farming



Top Water Issues in Oklahoma Per OSU
Students

Clean drinking water Water for agriculture Preserving agricultural Improving agricultural Clean rivers and lakes
land & open space practices




Over 62% of participants utilized public
water supplies (i.e. municipal or rural public

Fi n d i n gS water supply) for their home source of

drinking water.
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Home Drinking Water

Do you feel your home | am satisfied with my home | test my home drinking | use a water treatment or
drinking water is safe to drink? drinking water. water. filter system.
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In your opinion what is the quality
of groundwater in your area?

No opinion/don't know

Unacceptable

Poor

Normal

Good

Excellent

In your opinion what is the quality
of surface waters where you live?

No opinion/don't know

Unacceptable

Poor

Normal

Good

Excellent
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Do you regard water quantity as a problem in
the area where you live?

Definitely not Probably not | don't know Probably Definitely yes

m OSU Students ® Oklahoma Public
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Treatment and Reuse of Produced Water

Use this water for the purpose of drinking?

Consume food produced with this water?

Support dishcaharge to streams and rivers to improve
steam flows?

Support use for agricultural production not directly used
for human consumption?

Support use for industrial purposes!?

(0] 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
m OSU Students ® Oklahoma Public
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Sources of News for OSU Students

Students were equally
influenced to change their mind
about a water related issue by
personal conversations (41%),
class presentations (41%), or
financial considerations (41%).

Internet Social Media Television Radio Print Resources
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Preferred Learning Methods

Attend a fair or festival

Read a newspaper article or series ®m Oklahoma Public
Attend a short course

Downloadiaians ®m OSU Students

Look at a demonstration or display
Take part in a onetime volunteer activity
Take a course for certification or credit
Visit a web site for information and tips
Read printed fact sheets, bulletins, or brochures
Watch TV coverage

Watch a video of information

Social media




Although 76% of students had not
participated in any water resource related
activity, they showed great interest in

potential educational programing related to
water issues.

Top Interest in Water Education
Programming

Animal waste Fish and wildlife water  Restoring fish and ~ Grazing management Irrigation management
management needs aquatic habitat
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23 Conclusions

OSU students who participated find:

O Clean drinking water to be the top priority.

O Water for agriculture and agricultural practices to be of great importance.

O Their home drinking water to be safe, although the majority employ water treatment practices.
O Ground and surface water quality to be good.

O Water quantity to not be a problem.

O Support the treatment and reuse of produced water.

O Technology to serve as their primary source for news and their preferred learning method.
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A Recommendations

O Students found themselves balanced between the need for natural resource
usage and the need for environmental protection, leading to the need for
targeted programming efforts.

O Students want to learn more about water related issues they deem
important.

O Programming developed and offered through online platforms is of the
greatest interest i.e., Social media and short web-based videos.
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